The U.S. Geological Survey periodically makes appraisals of the undiscovered oil and gas resources of the Nation. For the 1995 National Assessment the onshore areas and adjoining State waters of the Nation have been divided into eight Regions which are subdivided into 72 provinces. Alaska comprises Region I. Figure 1 is an index map showing the three provinces in Alaska. For the Lower 48 States, a map of the boundaries of Regions II through VIII at scale 1:5,000,000 has been released in open file (Dolton, G.L., Varnes, K.L., Gautier, D.L., and Baird, J.K. compilers, 1992, Oil and gas assessment areas, 1992, Lower 48 States: U.S. Geological Survey OpenFile Report 92-696, scale 1:5,000,000).
The provinces and assigned Province Geologists for Region I are listed in Table 1 . The basic assessment unit is the play. Table 2 lists the plays considered at this time (October 1993) in Region I, Alaska. Descriptions of the plays follow; in virtually all cases these descriptions are written by the indicated Province Geologist (Table 1) .
Because this National assessment is currently in progress, these listings and descriptions are preliminary. The plays and/or their names may change as work progresses, some plays may be added and other plays may be dropped. The descriptions may also change. The plays, play names, and descriptions may or may not duplicate plays appraised in previous National assessments. 
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